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Mountain Vista made
The Denver Post!
Carol Wilmot (left), Jeri
Kennah (center), Phyllis
Kriese, and Harvey Andersen
(right) watch the total solar
eclipse along with fellow
residents at Mountain Vista
Retirement Residence on Monday, Aug. 21, 2017.
Photo by AAron Ontiveroz, The Denver Post
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Our Service Director, Darcy Englert, is
pictured bottom right with Chad Englert,
KateEverett of Pheonix, and Megan
Stanton of Colorado Springs watching
the eclipse at Monument Rocks in Lyons
Valley outside of Lander. Also pictured is
the rock Darcy found just after viewing
eclipse totality.

Eclipse
Photo by
Resident
Sue
Andersen
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There were 12 total solar eclipses in the contiguous U.S. during the 20th
century. The National Eclipse on August 21, 2017 was the first total solar
eclipse exclusive to the U.S. since 1776. The way a statement is worded
can be misleading. One of the most exciting things about the National Eclipse,
and one of the reasons why it’s called the National Eclipse in the first place, is
the fact that it was the first eclipse with a path of totality that doesn’t touch any
other country other than the United States since before there even was a
United States. You have to look all the way back to 1257 to find another total
eclipse that was exclusive to present-day U.S. soil. But there was no total

solar eclipse in the U.S. in 1776. There wasn’t one anywhere in the world that
year. A better way to word this claim would be to say that the National
Eclipse is the first total solar eclipse exclusive to the U.S. since before
the nation’s founding in 1776. Come to think of it, if there had been a total
eclipse over the 13 original colonies in 1776, the symbolism it might have
suggested to the patriots could very well have become part of the American
historical tradition.
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Coffee
Klatch
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Chit-Chat
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Chit-Chat
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8:30 am
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Exercise
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Trash pick-up Monday, Wednesday, & Friday @ 7:00 am
Evening Meals Served (or delivered) @ 5:00 pm

Dr. Bevan
Rounds
Start
1:00 pm

Pictured above are the paths of the recent August 21, 2017 total solar
eclipse and the one forthcoming on April 8, 2024, and where they will cross.
An area spanning parts of Missouri, Illinois, and Kentucky will be the nexus.
Because the recent 2017 eclipse traveled across the country from northwest
to southeast and the 2024 eclipse will make its way through the nation from
southwest to northeast, the two paths will cross each other and create a
zone of overlapping totality of almost 9,000 square miles, or roughly the size
of New Jersey. It’s been said that, on average, a total solar eclipse can be
seen from the same place only once every 375 years. The methodology

used by whoever calculated this number is unknown and it’s debatable
whether there can even be a definitive methodology for such a calculation.
For instance, how many points on Earth do you use to arrive at an average
number of years? But regardless of the math, there’s no denying the fact
that a total solar eclipse is a relatively rare event for any given place. So, for
an area to get not one, but two, total solar eclipses in just seven years is a
remarkable occurrence!

For the 2017 and 2024 eclipses, “X” marks the spot near the eastern shore of
Cedar Lake in Jackson County, Illinois. When two eclipse paths cross, there can
only be one singular point on Earth where both centerlines meet. Although no
major American cities are located within the totality zone, a few decent-sized
ones are. In Illinois, Carbondale is located in the northern quadrant of the zone
and Marion is located in the eastern. In the southern quadrant there’s Paducah,
Kentucky, and Cape Girardeau, Missouri. Farmington, Missouri, is located in the
western quadrant. The Shawnee National Forest is completely enclosed within
the zone of totality and both the Mississippi and Ohio rivers run through it.

Technically, the closest town to this exact astronomical treasure map spot is
Makanda, population about 500. The nearest city of any size is Carbondale with
a population around 26,000. It is located about three miles to the northeast of
the center point. Both Makanda and Carbondale are touting themselves as the
place where the two centerlines cross, with Carbondale and its Southern Illinois
University partner adopting the tagline “Eclipse Crossroads of America.” We’ll
just split the difference and give Jackson County the bragging rights.
https://nationaleclipse.wordpress.com/2016/06/28/x-marks-the-spot-two-total-solar-eclipses-in-seven-years/

Contact Us
Open to All Seniors —
The Wellness Clinic is back!
Funded by Lander Community Foundation
Sponsored at Mountain Vista
Retirement Residence, 180 Chase Drive
Drop in Thursday, September 14, 2017
From 8:30—9:30 a.m.
Provided by Frontier Home Health
Blood pressure & vital sign
screening with proactive
senior health education

Give us a call or visit our
website for more information
about our independent living
community and services for
seniors .
Darcy Englert—Director
Debra Hudelson--Assistant
Mountain Vista
180 Chase Dr.
Lander, WY 82520
(307) 332-6612
Email
mtnvista@wyoming.com
Visit us on the web at www.
mountainvistaretirement.com

Experience Independent Living Services and Activities at Mountain Vista.

Mountain Vista Retirement Residence
180 Chase Drive
Lander, WY 82520
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