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The Buck stops here! 

One of three bucks 

frequenting Mountain 

Vista’s crab apple 

trees located on the 

west side across 

from Westward 

Heights patio for  

sweet snacks. 

Did you know a “buck” has hidden pictures, flecks of color, and mysterious      
symbols? And that’s just the beginning. What do all those seemingly random  
letters and Latin phrases mean, anyway? Now you can find out — and share  
the answers with your grandchildren. 



 

 

Throughout the month, residents will have an opportunity to learn all sorts 

of things they can do with a dollar bill — besides spending it.  

Keep a dollar 

handy for some 

fun activities! 
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1 The lobby and dining room renovations will begin October 3rd,  

so all calendar events are subject to change.  

Thank you for your patience and cooperation                            

during this exciting time! 
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On the face of a dollar, 
what does the letter inside 
the  circular seal mean? 

The black seal with the big letter in the 

middle signifies the Federal Reserve 

bank that placed the order for the bill. 

 

A = Boston  

B = New York City  

C = Philadelphia  

D = Cleveland  

E = Richmond, VA 

F = Atlanta  

G = Chicago 

H = St. Louis 

I = Minneapolis 

J = Kansas City 

K = Dallas 

L = San Francisco. 

 

The letter also corresponds to the 

black number that is repeated four 

times on the face of the bill. For      

example, if you have a bill from Dallas 

with the letter K, then the number on 

the bill will be 11 because K is the 

eleventh letter in the alphabet. 

The Basics: How much is a dollar worth? 

The question seems simple, but the answer is quite complex. Since 1973, the dollar bill 

has had no value tied to it. You cannot trade in a dollar to the government for gold, silver, 

or any other commodity. The value of the nation's currency is related to the decree by the 

government that a dollar is legal tender for all debts. This means if someone attempts to 

pay a debt using dollars, the person being paid must accept the money or the law no   

longer recognizes the debt. This is important enough that the phrase is printed on every bill 

the government creates.  

 

It is also vital for the nation's citizens to agree that the bills have value. If the members of a 

society decided that they did not believe in the currency, it would quickly be worth no more 

than the paper it is printed on. Each bill costs the government 6.4 cents to print. 

What kind of paper are the bills 
made from? 

Bills are made from a blend of linen and 

cotton, which is why they don't fall apart in 

the wash the way paper does. If you look 

closely, you can see red and blue silk fibers 

woven throughout the bill. The threads are 

thought to be an anti-counterfeit measure.  

 

Hint: Look in the white spaces on the face 

of the bill for little bits of the colored thread. 

They look like lint but you can't scratch 

them off! 



 

http://www.grandparents.com/grandkids/activities-games-and-crafts/dollar-bill-facts-to-impress-your-grandkids 

Beneath the pyramid, what does    
Novus Ordo Seclorum mean? 

These Latin words mean "New order of the ages." 

Charles Thomson, a statesman involved in the design 

of The Great Seal of the United States, proposed the 

phrase to signify the beginning of what he called "the 

New American Era," which he said began in 1776 

with the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

Shown below are Masonic '2008 World Conference'  

commemorative coins. Through out  history there has 

been controversy over whether the Mason’s have  

direct influence or control on the  design of federal 

reserve notes and monetary system.  

Comparing one of these Masonic 

Commemorative Coins with the 

pyramid symbol on the back of 

the One Dollar Bill shows that the 

same symbol components and 

Latin  script are used. However, 

the capstone with the All Seeing 

Eye on money is replaced by the 

standard Masonic symbol of the 

Compass and the Rule, with the  

Masonic "G" in the place of the 

eye.  

What does                          
Annuit Coeptis mean? 

The first of three Latin phrases on 

the back of the bill is translated as 

"God has favored our undertakings." 

Many founders, Ben Franklin and 

George Washington among them, 

believed that God's will was behind 

the successful creation of the United 

States. 

Why is MDCCLXXVI on the  
bottom of the pyramid? 

The letters are Roman numerals for 1776.     

M is 1,000, D is 500, CC is 200, L is 50, XX is 

20, and VI is 6. Add the numerals on the    

pyramid together and you get the year 1776, 

when the Declaration of Independence was 

signed, and when the Novus Ordo Seclorum 

began. 



Contact Us 

Give us a call  or visit our 

website for more  information 

about our  independent living     

community and services for 

seniors . 

Darcy Englert—Director     

Debra Hudelson--Assistant 

Mountain Vista 

180 Chase Dr. 

Lander, WY 82520 

(307) 332-6612 

Email                                  

mtnvista@wyoming.com 

Visit us on the web at www. 

mountainvistaretirement.com 

Mountain Vista Retirement Residence 

180 Chase Drive 

Lander, WY 82520 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Experience Independent Living Services and Activities at Mountain Vista.  

A “Doe” has graced our “Buck” - The only woman to 

ever appear on a U.S. bank note is Martha Washington, 

whose face was featured on a $1 Silver Certificate at the 

end of the 19th century.  

http://www.numismaster.com/ta/numis/Article.jsp?ad=article&ArticleId=4964

